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DESIGN and CONSTRUCTION 

State funding advances 
Zoo Interchange project 
Hold on to your hard hat, construction is in full swing on the Zoo Interchange project! 

Local roads surrounding the core of the interchange are currently under construction 
to support increased tra�c both during and after the freeway reconstruction. (See
details on page 4.) 

�e Zoo Interchange construction is funded at an aggressive rate for the next two years. 

�e 2013-15 state budget provides the funds to make signi�cant infrastructure 
investments in southeastern Wisconsin, including: 

•	 I-94 North-South Freeway 
•	 Zoo Interchange 
•	 Hoan Bridge 

�ese are critically-needed freeway projects that contribute to the quality of the statewide
system providing the mobility that people and businesses need to be successful. 

Look inside this issue for news about long-term design and construction planning for the 
core of the Zoo Interchange. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Bob Gutierrez, PE Ryan Luck, PE 
Design Chief Construction Chief 

roberto.gutierrez@dot.wi.gov r yan.luck@dot.wi.gov 

Emlynn Grisar 141 NW Barstow Street 
Southeast Region P.O. Box 798 

Communications Manager Waukesha, WI 53187-0798 
emlynn.grisar@dot.wi.gov 

PUBLIC 
INFORMATION 
MEETINGS 
Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation (WisDOT) 

Providing a look ahead at 
Zoo Interchange design and 
construction coordination 
for 2014 –18. 

Tuesday, October 1, 2013 
4 to 7 p.m. 
State Fair Park                                                  
Tommy Thompson Youth Center 
Gate #5 
640 S. 84th St., Milwaukee 
MCTS Route 67 
Road and ramp work may be under-
way in the 84th Street area. Drive 
safely — and thanks for your patience! 

Thursday, October 3, 2013 
4 to 7 p.m. 
St. Joseph's Grade School 
2750 N. 122nd St., Wauwatosa 
MCTS Route 60 

mailto:emlynn.grisar@dot.wi.gov
mailto:yan.luck@dot.wi.gov
mailto:roberto.gutierrez@dot.wi.gov
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CONSTRUCTION FORECAST FOR 2014 

Motorists should slow 
down, stay alert and use 

caution while driving 
through work zones. 

To avoid delays, plan 
ahead or take an 

alternative route. Buckle 
up safety belts, and 
remember that fines 
double in work zones. 

For the latest construction 
information, please 

check us out on the web: 
www.zoointerchange.wi.gov 

Swan Blvd 

Discoveryryr

Watertown Plank Road 
Fall 2013 – Late 2014 
The Watertown Plank Road 
Interchange will be reconstructed. 
Work will include the full closure of 
Watertown Plank Road under US 45, 
all entrance and exit ramps, and the 
park and ride lot. 

Honey Creek Box Culvert 
Fall 2013 – Summer 2014 
A large stormwater drainage structure will be 
constructed under I-94, crossing under 84th 
Street and continuing under Kearney Street. 
Work will include closures of 84th Street and 
Kearney Street as well as periodic closures to 
entrance and exit ramps. Closures on 76th Street 
and 84th Street will not be at the same time. 

National Ave National Ave 

76th Street 
Fall 2013 – Late Summer 2014 
The 76th Street bridge will be reconstructed. 
Work will include the full closure of 76th Street 
from Kearney Street to O'Connor Street; 76th 
Street will remain open until early 2014. 
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WIS 100/ 
Union Pacific Railroad 
Fall 2013 – Late 2014 
The WIS 100/I-94 Interchange 
and the Union Pacific Railroad 
bridge over I-94 will be 
reconstructed. The WIS 100 
bridge over I-94 will remain 
open. Work will include closure of 
entrance and exit ramps and likely 
a full weekend closure of I-94 for 
railroad bridge reconstruction. 
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Railroad structure coordination 
As part of the Zoo Interchange project,
three railroad bridges and one railroad 
tunnel extension are being designed and
built by WisDOT for the Union Paci�c 
Railroad (UPRR). 

Two new rail bridges are being built near 
WIS 100, one over I-94 and one over the 
Hank Aaron State Trail (HAST). A third 
new rail bridge will be built over US 45 
near Mayfair Mall. Due to the weight of
a fully loaded freight train, rail structures 
are much larger than a standard freeway
structure, resulting in more complicated 
and lengthy construction methods. 

In addition,tra�c on both the railroad and 
the freeway needs to be maintained during 
construction. WisDOT is committed to 
keeping both vehicle and railroad tra�c 
�owing smoothly during construction to 
the greatest extent possible. 

Several design and construction 
techniques will be used to keep rail and 
vehicle tra�c moving during construction.
�e new bridges over I-94 and the HAST 
will be built west of the current tracks and 
bridges.�is allows the majority of work 
to be done without a�ecting rail tra�c. 

Hank Aaron State 
Trail detoured for 
biker safety 

Rendering of the railroad bridge over I-94 

To safely construct the new bridge,
WisDOT is planning for full freeway 
closures to both place new girders and 
remove the old structures. Freeway 
closures for the I-94 crossing will be in 
2014 while the closures on US 45 will 
not be until 2015 or 2016. 

Stay tuned for more information as the 
plans develop and watch for more details 
in our next newsletter. 

RAILROAD FUN FACT 
The existing railroad bridge 
over I-94 weighs about 1.2 
million pounds — 
about the 
same as 200 
hippopotami! 

Hank Aaron State THank Aaron State Trail Detour Rrail Detour Routeoute 
Closures begin November 2013Closures begin November 2013 
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Milwaukee 
County Zoo 

As part of the Zoo Interchange 

project, the Hank Aaron State 

Trail (HAST) will be closed and 

detoured west of 94th Place. Upon 
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WisDOT will pave the HAST west 
W GREENFIELD AVE 

of 94th Place and build a ramp Greenfield Legend
Park 

Existing Trail 

Section Closed Beginning November 2013 

L

Toconnecting the HAST to WIS 100 New Berlin 
Trail 

Detourand the Milwaukee County Zoo. 
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Milwaukee County Zoo 

Wisconsin AveWisconsin Ave 

92
nd

St
 

Dyer 
Field 

*not to scale 
Chippewa Park Milwaukee County Zoo 

76
th

St
 

WIS 59 (GREENFIELD AVE.) 

The Zoo Interchange "Box" 

Core of interchange 
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requires years of *not to scale 

advance work 2015 Core Construction* 

�e Zoo Interchange project is more than just the core 
in the middle. It is a combination of mainline freeway Wisconsin Ave 
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from Burleigh to Lincoln, and 124th to 70th; and local 
road and service interchanges in between. 

Dyer 
FieldChippewa Park Milwaukee County Zoo 

In 2013/14,WisDOT is starting with the reconstruction 
of local roads to get them ready for tra�c during and
after freeway construction. �ink of it as "the box" of 
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local roads around the core of the interchange. 

�is "box" of local roads will keep area tra�c �owing
during the major freeway construction. Green�eld Ave 

*not to scale�e core of the Zoo Interchange is the most identi�able 
2016 & 2017 Core Construction* component of the reconstruction e�ort. �e new 

interchange will be a four level system interchange, 
connecting three major freeways, I-94, I-894 and US 

Wisconsin Ave45. Construction in the core includes 38 bridges and 43 Wisconsin Ave 

retaining walls. 
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In 2015 WisDOT is primarily building freeway lanes 
Chippewa Park Milwaukee County Zooleading into the core and the new ramps from US 45 to 

I-94 westbound. �is is done for staging considerations 
and to minimize tra�c impacts. 

In the following years, through 2018, the core of the 
Zoo Interchange, outbound lanes, and the northernmost 
section of the corridor will be reconstructed. 
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Interchange work 
spurs WisDOT/ 
Medical Center 
partnership 
WisDOT and the Milwaukee Regional 
Medical Center (MRMC) have been working 
together throughout the planning and design 
process of the Zoo Interchange. As major 
construction on US 45 and Watertown Plank 
Road fast approach, the integrated planning of 
communication strategies have ramped up over 
the past year. �e goal is the seamless �ow of 
communication both to and from employees,
emergency responders and patients. 

To accommodate the large volume of tra�c in
the area, the new high-capacity interchange
will provide free-�ow movements in
all directions between the freeway and
Watertown Plank Road. One lane in each 
direction will also be added to Watertown 
Plank Road from WIS 100 to 87th Street. 

The redesigned Watertown Plank Road interchange 

— Eugene Gilchrist 
Executive Director, Milwaukee Regional Medical Center 

“As the only Level I trauma center in southeast 
Wisconsin, the second largest employer in the region, 
with more than 60,000 visits per day, ever y day of 
the year, and economic impact in excess of $3 billion, 
insuring access to employees, patients, families and 
other visitors of the Milwaukee Regional Medical Center 
(MRMC) is extraordinarily important. The Department of 
Transportation (WisDOT) has worked ver y hard to maintain 
focus on the needs of MRMC and its public, and to 
minimize disruption to this campus. 

WisDOT has been diligent to keep lines of communication 
open, attend to detailed planning, anticipate the needs 
of the clinical and research operations, and maintain a 
focus on the clients as opposed to just the construction. 
We anticipate that there will be little if any disruption to 
the MRMC campus operations during construction and 
that we will soon enjoy the benefits of a 21st century road 
system. We have WisDOT and the dozens of hard working 
colleagues in MRMC to thank for that confidence.” 



141 NW Barstow Street 
P.O. Box 798 
Waukesha, WI 53187-0798 

TWITTER: 
@WIZooIC 

EMAIL: 
zooicteam@gmail.com 
FACEBOOK: 
Wisconsin Zoo Interchange Project 

WEB: 
www.zoointerchange.wi.gov 

T R
WIS 100 
(I-94 to Watertown Plank Road) 
Cleveland Avenue 
Swan Boulevard 
76th Street Bridge & the Honey Creek box culvert
(including Kearney Street) 
Watertown P lank Road 
(interchange and roadway plus utility work) 
WIS 100 Interchange & Union Paci�c
Railroad Bridges at I-94 (and utility work) 

2013 2014CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

2015 – 2017 
•	 Reconstruction of main freeway lanes on I-94, US 45 and I-894 
•	 Reconstruction of ramps in the core of the Zoo Interchange
2017 – 2018 
•	 Reconstruction work on US 45 north of Swan Boulevard 

to Burleigh Street (bridges, interchanges and main freeway lanes) 
•	 Pave and re-open Hank Aaron State Trail 

Looking Ahead… 

www.zoointerchange.wi.gov 


