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 P R I V A T E  T E S T I M O N Y

 MR. JEFF FELLOWS:  I represent Fleming 

Investments, LLC, which is the Watertower Center strip 

mall in front of KMart.  So my, I guess, my biggest 

concern is for my tenants.  The tenants have just gone 

through a recession and some of them are very fragile on 

the economic side.  And so I'm concerned if you're 

shutting down access points to that building, especially 

at the  the access point at the end of Pabst Road, that 

they will not survive this construction project, which 

will last over a year.  I'd like to make sure that the 

access point off of Pabst Road stays open as best they 

can so that people can drive straight into that strip 

center, Watertower Center, and not have to rely on coming 

all the way around Kwik Trip to get down that road to get 

product from either one of my tenants.  I guess any 

tenant that failed due to this project will not only 

affect them, my tenant, which I care a lot about, but 

also affect me where I rely on the rents for being able 

to maintain that property.  So I hope whoever's doing the 

shutting down of access points is that they make  they 

keep that in mind and keep, I guess, the tenants' best 

interests in mind so that we make sure that these 

property  or these people that serve this community 
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continue to serve this community going forward into the 

future.  The property is at  I believe it's 1400. 

Fleming Investments.  It's  The building is called 

Watertower Center.  I believe it's 1400 Summit Avenue.

 MS. TARI FARRELL:  I own the Quiznos, 

1400 Summit Avenue, and I'm concerned about the traffic 

coming across at Pabst Road, how people are going to be 

able to turn into my business, if they're only going to 

have access from the Kwik Trip side or if both ends of 

that road are going to be kept open at Oconomowoc Parkway 

to Pabst Road.  Are they going to have access to my 

building from both directions at all times?

 And also, the lights at Pabst Road and 

67, there needs to be an arrow for turning in all 

directions.  There's nonstop accidents at that corner 

from people not waiting for people to come across the 

road and just turning in front of them.  That's it.

 MS. ELLEN SIMONS:  My name is Ellen 

Simons, and I am the owner of the UPS Store located in 

Summit Center Marketplace.  I guess to reiterate my 

concern about restricting access to the local businesses 

in the multiple strip malls, especially mine, you know, 

along Highway 67.  I understand it's a project that, you 

know, they feel needs to be done, but at the same time 

Oconomowoc has a terrible track record of pretty much 
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killing their own economy by doing road construction 

projects.  We can see that from the destruction of our 

downtown economy.

 I want to make sure that our entrances 

to the strip mall at  you know, remain open and that 

there's an open flow of traffic.  I want to know if 

there's going to be some kind of signage provided during 

that timeframe by whomever, by the state or the city, 

acknowledging that these businesses are still open during 

this, you know, construction period.  I think that's it.

 (At 7:00 p.m. the testimony


 concluded.)
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: ROCKYPAUL@aol.com 
Sent: Friday, November 22, 2013 7:57 AM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT; rockypaul@aol.com 
Subject: From Paul Bielik re reloction of ponds on Die Cut llc property 67+B 
Attachments: 67+B ponds.doc 

Categories: Green Category 

Hi Jason: 

Good meeting with you at the hearing at the Oconomowoc Library. We would like to set up a meeting 
with you to discuss moving the proposed retention ponds that are stated for our property. We have a 
substantial investment in the property and the current proposal would drastically diminish its value. 
Attached is an alternative location we would like you to explore, or other locations not on our property. 
Please let us know when we can meet, the week of 12-2? 
Thanks 
Paul and Peggy Bielik 
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Richard Bowen [richardbowen@att.net] 
Sent: W ednesday, November 20, 2013 10:34 AM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT 
Subject: hwy 67 project 

Please rebuild the highway on its present footprint. Do not add more lanes. Thank you. 

Richard A. Bowen 

4272 N. 87th St. 

Milwaukee, WI 53222 
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Michael Grady [michael.grady2011@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2013 11:34 AM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT; Damuth, Scott - DOT 
Cc: dgard@oconomowoc-wi.gov; parkrec@oconomowoc-wi.gov; John Kelliher; 

dbeguhn@oconomowoc-wi.gov; Mike Grady 
Subject: Concerns with W IS 67 Project / Real Estate Acquisition 

Jason and Scott,
 

Thank you for the information presented at yesterday's Public Information Meeting.
 

As a property owner directly adjacent to the work area I have a vested interest and involvement with this
 

project.
 

I do have specific issues that I would like to be addressed, and further action taken. 


The 1st issue is regarding real estate acquisition along the project route.  I own and reside at 1180 Dorchester 

Dr.; this property abuts the east side of HWY 67/Summit ( http://binged.it/1ba8XhT) Last night I learned that 
my property - although surrounded by the TLE - was not included in the real estate negotiations for 
this project. With the proposed road work, multi-use/bike path, and intersection/traffic light work that 
will be accomplished I have serious concerns that my property and rights as a landowner will not be 
infringed or inconvenienced. As it is currently, the only drive-in access that I have to my backyard is 
the park access service entrance. The city has allowed us to use this access when necessary to 
bring in our trailer and also for yard waste/tree "clean up". With the extent of work that is planned I 
request that our property be included in the real estate acquisition negotiations. 

The 2nd issue is regarding the planned design adjacent to my property and other neighboring 
residential property. The proposed bike path/multi-use path is going to provide pedestrian and bike 
traffic that we currently do not experience. Over the summer, as a result of the city's effort to clear 
invasive vegetation from Bub Heritage Park, we have experienced a tremendous increase in the use 
of the park from people who are not from the subdivision. I talked with many of the people who came 
to the park and all of them said that they came to the park because they noticed it (while driving on 
67, or when leaving Culvers, etc). With the proposed path this will further increase the amount of 
traffic and use of the park. I have concerns about potential garbage/trash, vandalism, and safety. 
The playground equipment now has been "tagged" and damaged with various graffiti and carvings. I 

am requesting that a very clear division and separation (such as a decorative fence or wall) between 
the proposed path and the adjacent properties be included in the project. 

The 3rd concern is the speed limit along this same stretch. It is set for 45mph which I believe is too 
fast for this area, especially when you consider the increased bike and pedestrian traffic. Also, it 
does not make sense to have a posted 45 mph speed limit, while less than a mile further north on 67 
(between Old Tower and Armour roads), the posted speed limit is 35 mph, traveling through an area 
which is protected by berms and fencing. 

As a point of transparent communication, I have included officials from the City of Oconomowoc on 
this email. 

Thank you for addressing these issues.  I will follow up with you throughout the course of this project. 

-Mike 
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Michael Grady 

262-951-1038 

LIFE Leadership 

Everyone will be called upon to lead at some point in their lives, the only question is: Will they be 
ready? 

Check out my website! LIFE Leadership 

Take The Mental Fitness Challenge 

Are you on LinkedIn? LinkedIn page 
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Rebecca Seymour [wrkseymour@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Sunday, November 24, 2013 9:43 AM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT 
Subject: W ritten Testimony on Hwy 67 Project 

Categories: Green Category 

Dear Mr. Zemke, 

I am submitting this testimony as part of the Hwy 67 reconstruction hearing process. I live at 800 Old Tower Road in 

Oconomowoc. 

I would strongly suggest that traffic control lights at the intersection of Summit Avenue (Hwy 67) and Robruck Drive be 

installed as part of the reconstruction. This is a very busy intersection with a number of popular businesses (e.g., 

Culver’s, Schlotsky’s, Sammy’s , Snap Fitness, and 5678 Dance) located on Robruck. The existing stop signs are 

inadequate for the volume of traffic, and it is very difficult to make a left turn from Robruck onto Summit heading north, 

given that the median is too narrow to cross Summit (southbound) and wait for traffic to clear heading northbound. 

Vehicles on Summit are often travelling at speeds of 40-50 mph, particularly northbound, as they approach this 

intersection. I’m surprised that there have not been more accidents there. 

Thank you for considering this testimony. Please contact me if you have any questions or comments. 

William Seymour 

262-560-4254 
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Margaret Fay Sanders [sansalwi@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Friday, November 29, 2013 10:53 AM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT 
Cc: letters@conleynet.com 
Subject: HW Y 67 Reconstruction 

Categories: Green Category 

The newspaper article from Nov 27 in the Oconomowoc Enterprise does not go into detail about what the 

reconstruction entails. Will it become a 6 lane highway? If so this would be in opposition to the 'Greener 

Oconomowoc' concept. In addition, any plan that is implemented absolutely needs to include pedestrian and 

bicycle traffic - lanes. Also a pedestrian - bike bridge over HWY 67 at Pabst Farm is a safety necessity. We do 

not want the  Blue Mound strip duplicated in our community. NO - NO - NO !!! Fay Sanders 
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Alan & Mary Koepke [alankoepke@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 2:32 PM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT 
Subject: Hwy 67 Oconomowoc 

Categories: Green Category 

In the plans for reconstruction of Hwy 67 PLEASE allow for crossing the highway on the bike trail.  It is such a 

wonderful trail from Rosevelt Field to Delafield and it was be a total shame to cut it in pieces.  We really enjoy 

using the trail and do want to continue using the entire trail on our bikes. 

Thank You. 

Alan & Mary Koepke 

1115 Whittier Ln 

Oconomowoc  Wi 53066 

262 569 1059 
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Bryan Beers [beersb@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 8:13 PM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT 
Subject: Hwy 67 Project 

Categories: Green Category 

Mr. Zemke, 

As a resident of Oconomowoc specifically in the Whitman Park neighbor and a bike rider, I have serious 

concerns with the Hwy 67 project. 

First the intersection of 67 and Thackeray Trail. Between the DOT 67 project and the city wanting to make 

Thackeray Trail a 4 lane through street I fear an intersection similar to Moreland and Bluemound. As a 

resident that lives within a block of that intersection the potential expansion would pose a huge safety risk 

with increased speeds, whether legal or not, and increased traffic. Not to mention the lights and sound of 

increased traffic. I did not live in Oconomowoc to have streets like Milwaukee and it's suburbs. 

As a bike rider I cross 67 at both the Thackeray Trail intersection and the Lake Country Trail. The city and DOT 

need to take into consideration not only bike riders but also other pedestrian traffic. Posted speeds, signage, 

and so called training of drivers do not work to protect those of us that bike, walk and run. There are a 

number of individuals that do not participate in these activities and do not concern themselves with the rules 

that pertain to vehicle and pedestrian traffic. 

With that being said, I believe in progress and upgrading the current infrastructure. Updates need to take into 

consideration the current neighborhoods and their needs so that they have the least amount of impact on 

those neighbors possible. Keep in mind that there are other residents and neighborhoods in the city of 

Oconomowoc other than Pabst Farms. Recently Pabst Farms seems to be getting all that they want with little 

regard of other Oconomowoc neighborhoods & residents. There are those of us that do not live in Pabst 

Farms and prefer not to pay higher taxes too. 

Instead concerning themselves with individuals that are visiting town or live on outskirts of town you need to 

consider the residents of the city. The DOT and city need to continue to designing the 67 project for the 

future without impacting the established town/neighborhoods in a negative fashion. 

Regards, 

Bryan Beers 
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Leslie Olson [lkolson@charter.net] 
Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 9:17 PM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT 
Subject: Hwy 67 comments 

Categories: Green Category 

Jason -

We are residents of Oconomowoc and members of Greener Oconomowoc. Very concerned with the Hwy 67 

proposal and the impact on bike and pedestrian safety – in particular at the current Lake Country Trail 

intersection. This is a crossing used by many, including children, that will become less safe with the proposed 

widening. 

Please consider alternatives – such and overpass structure. 

Thanks, 

Leslie Olson 

James Olson 

108 Greenland Ave. 

Oconomowoc, WI 53066 
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Melissa Vernon [melissakvernon@gmail.com] 
Sent: W ednesday, December 04, 2013 10:49 PM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT 
Subject: Oconomowoc Hwy 67 public comments 
Attachments: MVernon Hwy 67 Oconomowoc public comments Dec 2013.pdf 

Categories: Green Category 

Jason, 


I was out of town and unable to attend the public meeting on Nov 20th.
 

While I saw notice of the meeting in the local paper, the public meeting on Nov 20th does not appear on the list
 

of DOT meetings.  How can I get advance communication about upcoming meetings?
 

http://www.dot.wi.gov/news/hearings/index.htm
 

Please see attached comments. 

Melissa Vernon 

Oconomowoc, WI 
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Jason Zemke
Wisconsin	  Dept	  of Transportation 
RE: Hwy	  67 reconstruction, Oconomowoc, WI
December 4, 2013

I was unable to attend the public meeting on November 20th and therefore submit these
public comments regarding the expansion of Hwy	  67 in Oconomowoc between	  Interstate	  
94 and	  Thackeray	  Trail.

There are	  two	  critical issues that are	  not being	  adequately	  addressed:
1. The critical need for significantly	  widening	  Hwy	  67, not just repaving
2. Safe crossing	  for Lake	  Country	  Trail	  users at Oconomowoc Parkwa

I am unconvinced of the need for widening the road with multiple additional lanes in each
direction.	   While I understand that	  growth	  is expected to occur in the City	  of Oconomowoc
over the next 30 years, the primary area available for development is in the Pabst	  Farms	  
quadrant in the	  southeast corner of the	  proposed project,	  not in the	  downtown	  area to the
north	  of the road	  under consideration.	   The widening of Hwy	  67 has been proposed	  to
facilitate automotive traffic moving from the downtown area to I-‐94	  in the mornin
commute, and from I-‐94 to the downtown area in the evening commute. If growth and
thereby added volume of traffic will occur in the area immediately adjacent to Interstate
94, why	  does this	  necessitate	  widening	  to	  the	  north? Highway	  67 may require	  repaving,
but the currently proposed widening	  is excessive and unnecessary.	   Traffic congestion	  in	  
the area is currently minimal.

Nationally,	  the	  United	  States	  is experiencing	  an	  increase	  in bicycling.	   Thank you for
meeting	  the legal requirements of the Complete	  Streets law and providing a multi-‐use	  pat
and sidewalk	  running	  north-‐south	  along	  Highway	  67.

However,	  the currently proposed accommodations for users of the Lake Country	  Trail are
inadequate and will result in extremely unsafe conditions for	  a wide	  range	  of the	  
population using	  this popular trail.	   An expanded Hwy	  67 will functionally cut
Oconomowoc into two parts – trail	  users on	  the west	  side of Hwy 67,	  and trail	  users on	  the
east side of Hwy	  67. The LCT is the	  only east-‐west	  route for bicyclists	  between	  the	  Glacial
Drumlin Trail, adjacent to Hwy	  18, to the south, and north beyond the City	  and Town of
Oconomowoc. All other east-‐west	  roadways have no shoulder (Hwy Z,	  Lisbon	  Rd),	  or
provide incomplete access (e.g. Wisconsin Ave shoulder only exists to east	  of Hwy 67).

The Lake Country	  Trail (LCT)	  is an important corridor for transportation. The LCT	  
provides dedicated access between downtown Oconomowoc and the Pabst Farm
commercial district and extension	  eastward to Delafield and neighboring	  communities.
With no public transportation	  in	  the area,	  residents need the ability to access to alternative
modes of transportation for work, business, errands, doctor appointments, etc… Statewide
a third of the population	  does not	  have access to a motor vehicle.
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The LCT provides access	  for children	  who	  seek choices for their	  transportation	  to	  Silver	  
Lake or Summit Elementary School. In an era of rampant single vehicle occupancy and
excessive	  traffic	  at school drop-‐off	  and	  pick-‐up,	  let’s make decisions	  that ensure our youth	  
have choices for their mobility options, and that they can safely move between home
school,	  sports	  and	  activities	  without fear	  of crossing nine lanes	  of vehicular	  traffic,	  via three	  
traffic islands and multiple traffic signals

The LCT	  is a desirable recreational trail used by people of all ages from families with
multiple small children, to spandex-‐clad	  road bikers,	  to	  retirees	  enjoying the	  scenery. The
trail provides a safe environment isolated from vehicles. The LCT	  aims to extend	  westward	  
and discussions with neighboring	  Watertown	  have increased significantly	  in	  recent	  
months.

Bicycling	  contributes towards tourism and the economic benefits resulting from increased
visitors. Our smaller cities are in need of increased revenue and diversified income
streams.

The widening	  of Hwy	  67 will create a perceived safety	  issue	  and will create	  a virtual	  barrier
preventing trail users from accessing	  the full	  range of services available along	  the trail.	  

I strongly	  encourage	  you to	  eliminate	  the extreme widening
I strongly	  encourage	  you to add physical structures	  to	  provide	  bikers	  and	  walkers	  safe
access on the	  LCT to cross Hwy 67.	   We must provide physical separation of users via
overpass	  or underpass.	   Signage, lighting and paint are	  insufficient for providing safe	  
access.	   In our current society, drivers are more distracted than ever, and fail to adhere to
basic road markers and safe driving patterns.

Ever year bicyclists are killed on	  Wisconsin	  roads due to inattentive drivers.	   Safer
passageways can be created that provide	  vehicles and non-‐vehicles	  with	  equal access.

The City	  of Oconomowoc and many residents want to find alternative ways of providing	  
crossing for non-‐motorists,	  including construction of an overpass or underpass.	   Our tax
paying residents, visitors, and	  businesses are asking	  for an alternative plan and we are still	  
waiting	  to see it.	  

Regards,
Melissa	  Vernon
Oconomowoc, WI
melissakvernon@gmail.com
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Zemke, Jason - DOT
 

From: Richard Reith [richard.reith@paperlessllc.com] 
Sent: W ednesday, December 04, 2013 5:17 PM 
To: Zemke, Jason - DOT 
Subject: Highway 67 in Oconomowoc 

Categories: Green Category 

Hi Jason-

I was unable to attend the meeting at the library in Oconomowoc to discuss the Highway 67 project, but I would like to 

voice my concerns about the project. 

I don’t have much time to go into great details so at a 100,000 foot view the Hwy 67 project is not necessary. The 

proposed section of Hwy 67 is a very new stretch of road so the condition of the road is far superior to other local or 

state roads on the area. Being that Hwy 67 is relatively newer it is more than adequate to support the traffic volume 

today or in the proposed future. (I’m not a DOT engineer and have not seen studies on the traffic volume, it’s just my 

opinion based on traveling on Hwy 67 everyday). The proposed future developments of Pabst Farms shopping are 

contained towards the very south end of Hwy 67 near interstate 94. The Hwy 67 bypass diverts much of the traffic 

around the city and is an easy access with multiple lanes. The expansion of Hwy 67 could cause safety issues for all 

those using the bike and walking paths along with the fire station who’s only access to the north, west and south is 

through Hwy 67. 

If there is money to be spent fixing Hwy’s there are many Hwy’s in the area and state that are in much greater need of 

fixing and expansion. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Rick Reith 

1 
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EXHIBIT 8
 
Public Hearing Sign-In Sheet
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EXHIBIT 9 
Brochure – The Rights of Landowners 

Under Wisconsin Eminent Domain Law 
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EXHIBIT 10
 
Photographs of Hearing Display Exhibits
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EXHIBIT 11
 
Environmental Assessment (EA) Signed Cover
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