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Project: Verona Road Interchange–ID 1206-07-05/06/09 
Strand Job No.: 1089.321 
Meeting Location: Strand Associates, Inc.®, 910 West Wingra Drive, Madison, Wisconsin 
Meeting Purpose: Dane County Stakeholder Meeting No. 31 
 
Present: 
Jay Jerde, WisDOT Michele Carter, WisDOT (phone) 
Aggo Akyea, WisDOT Alicia Griffin, Serendipity Communication (phone) 
Jenna Koleske, WisDOT Julie Harkinson, Harkinson Consulting (phone) 
Paul Zimmer, WI Laborers Jennifer Marks, Forward Services Corporation (phone) 
Kevyn Radcliffe, Construction Training, Inc. Leonard Perfetti, WisDOT (phone) 
Tracy Jallah, Department of Workforce Development  
Dorothy Krause, Elected Official  
Joe Bunker, Strand Associates, Inc.®  
 
Meeting Handouts: 
 Meeting Agenda  
 Labor Meeting Handouts  

 
Discussion:  Action Needed: 
   
1. Welcome and introductions were made. Joe provided the group with 

the entry code for viewing the electronic documents online. 
 
Michele provided an overview of the agenda. Michele said the 
Business Meeting will be cancelled for this evening. 

  

   
2. Michele presented the labor meeting handouts. 

a. Michele discussed the Southwest Area Construction Apprentice 
Snapshot handouts. The group discussed additional opportunities 
for minority involvement on projects. Questions from the group 
about the handout were as follows. 
 
(1) Kevyn asked whether the DBE goals are being met for the 

Verona Road and I-39 construction projects. Michele said 
the female goal nationally is 6.9 percent; Dane County’s 
female goal is 3.1 percent. Michele said the Verona Road 
project is exceeding the Dane County goal. 
 

(2) Tracy said she joins new apprentices with employers. She 
asked whether she could encourage the apprentices to 
contact WisDOT. Michele asked that Tracy work with the 
Forward Service Corporation to have apprentices meet 
WisDOT contractors through the TrANS program. Aggo 
said that Jenna will be WisDOT’s contact for the TrANS 
program. 
 

(3) Jennifer, of Forward Services Corporation provided her 
contact information for Tracy and the rest of the group as 
follows:  jmarks@fsc-corp.org; 920-292-1332. Jennifer said 
the most recent TrANS class in Beloit started on 
May 4, 2015, and includes 14 students. 
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Discussion:  Action Needed: 
   

b. Michele discussed the handout titled Mega Project Workforce 
Utilization Head Count. Michelle indicated the data within the 
report includes January 2013 through February 2015. Michele 
focused on the lower right portion of the table regarding total 
female and total minority data. Michele said the female and 
minority data is higher than the Department of Labor goal but 
lower than this group’s aspirational goal. 

  

   
c. Michele discussed the handout titled South West Region 

Workforce Utilization Report. Michele indicated the data within 
the table is for WisDOT’s entire Southwest Region, not just the 
Dane County area. Michele discussed the lower right portion of 
the table regarding total female and total minority data. 

  

   
d. Michele introduced the handout titled TrANS Monthly Activity 

Assessment Report. Jennifer presented the various portions of 
the report in detail noting that screening will be reported 
differently on future reports. She also noted that Forward 
Service Corporation is partnered with other agencies to regain 
drivers licenses for the TrANS students to allow them the 
opportunity to work. 

 
Julie stated that the TrANS hours for the Verona Road project 
are being underutilized with nearly $30,000 remaining in the 
1206-07-77 project and $55,000 remaining on the 1206-07-78 
project. She said approximately $45,000 in TrANS dollars 
remains for a recent I-39 project. Michele asked Julie to review 
these numbers for future meetings. 

 
 

 

   
e. Michele asked Jay to discuss the prevailing wage issue being 

discussed recently in the media regarding the State budget. Jay 
said there is a proposal to eliminate the prevailing wage 
requirements from the state statutes in an effort to save 
construction costs on projects. Jay noted that savings large sums 
of money with this proposal is false. Jay said that many 
contractors including the Wisconsin Transportation Builders 
Association oppose the proposal. 

  

   
3. Leonard provided a summary of the I-39/90 projects that will be let 

in 2015 and indicated which projects will include the workforce 
opportunities specification. Leonard also noted that WisDOT’s 
project let information is available on WisDOT’s Highway 
Construction Contract Information (HCCI) Website at 
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/hcci/bid-letting/index.shtm 

  

   
The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:45 P.M.   
 
If there are any additions or comments on these minutes, please call 608-251-4843 or e-mail Joe. 
 
Prepared by Joe Bunker, and respectfully submitted to all invited and in attendance. 
 
c: All invited and in attendance 
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